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CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1532 
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TAGS: EINV, ENRG, SO 

SUBJECT: WESTINGHOUSE INVESTMENT IN SOMALI URANIUM 

REF: SOFIA 1991 

1 . REQUEST DEPARTMENT APPROACH WESTINGHOUSE AND DETERMINE 
BASIS FOR COMPANY'S DESIRE INVEST IN SOMALI URANIUM (REFTEL). 
ENI/AGIP CONSORTIUM (ITALY) PROSPECTED CONCESSION IN MUDUGH 
REGION, DETERMINING FINALLY THAT COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE 
DEPOSITS OF URANIUM DID NOT EXIST. WE UNDERSTAND UNDP-FINANCED 
MINERALS SURVEY CONDUCTED BY USSR IN 1971-73 FOUND TRACES OF 
URANIUM BUT THAT DETAILED REPORT OF SURVEY HAS NEVER BEEN 
ISSUED. 

2. COMMENT: WESTINGHOUSE CONCERN WITH INVESTMENT CLIMATE 
HERE IS JUSTIFIED. BUT GSDR MIGHT BE LESS LIKELY TO TAKE 
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INVOLVED. HOWEVER, WE ARE SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL OF OUTLOOK 
FOR A WH/COMMUNIST COUNTRY COMBINATION IN EXPLOITATION OF 
BMALI URANIUM, IF IN FACT THERE ARE COMMERCIAL DEPOSITS 
OF URANIUM IN THIS COUNTRY. WE KNOW OF NO EFFORT BY 
MOSCOW TO PREVENT US INVESTMENT IN GENERAL, BUT US 
INVESTMENT ON THE SCALE ENVISAGED AND IN SUCH A STRATEGIC 
RESOURCE AS URANIUM MIGHT WELL BE VIEWED BY THE SOVIETS 
AS A THREAT TO THEIR NEAR MONOPOLY OF POLITICO-ECONOMIC 
INFLUENCE AND AS A SPECIAL CASE. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO 
HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM WH TO HELP IN ASSESSING 
ALL OF THE ASPECTS INVOLVED HERE. 
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